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SECTION 11



SPRING START UP

Each spring, if your water feature was winterized, it
will be time to prepare it for the upcoming season. Follow these simple steps:
1. Remove pond netting (if applicable).
2. Reconnect water feature pump and activate (if applicable).
3. Activate auto-fill device, if your water feature has one.
4. Reset plant materials around water feature as needed.
5. Clean bio-falls and skimmer filter.
6. Add biological bacteria.

IN-SEASON MAINTENANCE

1. Water Levels. You can run your pump 24/7 without a problem. You will have to add water
to your pond however, due to evaporation. If you have a stream, you may have to add water
more frequently. Monitoring water levels is the most critical element of water feature care
in-season. When you hear the pump “gurgling” or sucking air, you know it is time to add
water. If your water feature is equipped with an auto-fill device, make sure it is operating
correctly. If you do not have an auto-fill device, it will be important that you monitor the
water feature. The smaller the feature, the more frequently it will need to be filled.

2. Algae management is another challenge with water features. Regardless of the stop gap
measures you have in place; you will get some number of algae in your pond. Here are some
features that help limit the number of algae in your pond:

a. UV Lights,

b. Barley Bales,

c. Balance of fish,

d. Plants and snails.

e. Keep the water feature shaded as much as possible by using surface covering plants
such as water lilies or lotus.

f. Water features with no fish or plants can use a chlorine tablet once per week.

g. In the event you still experience algae there are a few ways to help clean it:

i. Manually remove it from the pond using a net or your hands.
ii. Use of algaecides - MUST FOLLOW SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS.
iii. Use of non-chemical products like Algae-Off which releases the algae from rocks and
can then be removed by means of net.
iv. Light power washing of the water feature.

3. Overhead Tree Foliage.

a. If your pond is located where you will get leaves or pine needles in your pond, we
recommend that you purchase netting to net the pond until the leaves are finished
falling. If your pond is not netted, leaves and other matter decompose and produce
harmful gases throughout the winter.

b. Remove the net when the leaves are finished falling and pack it away for another year.
We have three sizes of our economical netting.

4. For additional in-season maintenance help, please review this short video:
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=VmAY3f8TbHo&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmAY3f8TbHo&feature=youtu.be

END OF SEASON WINTERIZATION

1. Pump Maintenance: If your water feature flows less than 3,000 gallon per hour, it will be
necessary to winterize your feature as it will not move enough water to prevent freezing.

a. If able, remove pump from water feature and store in a dry place where temperature will
not drop below 40 degrees.

b. If unable to remove pump, you can add 2-4 gals of RV antifreeze (non-toxic) to the
pondless water feature basin which will prevent freeze damage.

c. Remember auto-fill devices must be winterized prior to freezing temperatures.

2. Pump: Running Your Pump Through the Winter.

a. In the winter, you must be careful with ponds that have long, or slow-moving streams. In
such cases, ice dams can form and divert water over the liner. In this case, we
recommend that you observe your pond for the first season on an extremely cold day, in
order to be sure that everything is running smoothly.

b. In addition, ponds with waterfalls operating through the winter will experience some
evaporation.

c. We recommend covering your water feature in the winter if it is a glazed pot or urn.

3. Plant Maintenance.

a. Stop fertilizing the plants as soon as the water temperature gets below 70 degrees.

b. It is ideal to cut back foliage on all plants and move them to the center of the pond
where the water is the deepest.

c. Before the first frost, be sure to remove all your tropical plants. Either put them in an area
where you can store them for the winter or add them to your compost pile. Clean up the
debris out of the bottom of the pond as best you can. Use a large net or a plastic rake.

d. When the first killing frost comes, you can then clean up all plants and cut back your
perennials to the water level and dispose of all the old plant material. Cut back the lilies
to 3” above the rhizome.

4. Fish maintenance:

a. Stop feeding fish and adding beneficial bacteria after the water temp drops below 55
degrees.

b. If you have a shallow pond with fish (less than 24"), it may be necessary to add a pond
heater to prevent the pond from freezing all the way to the bottom.
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